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Reading: Foundational Skills 

Demonstrates an understanding of the basic features and concepts of 
print 

Demonstrates understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds 
(phonemes) 

• Follows words from left to right, top to bottom, and page-by-page. 

• Recognizes that spoken words are represented in written language by 
specific sequences of letters. 

• Understands that words are separated by spaces in print. 

• Recognizes and name all upper- and lowercase letters of the alphabet. 

• Recognizes and produces rhyming words (e.g., tell me a word that rhymes 
with fan OR listen to these words and tell me if they rhyme) 

• Counts and divides words into syllables (e.g., yel-low (2) OR bas-ket-ball 
(3)) 

• Blends and takes apart the beginning sounds and ending parts of one-
syllable words (e.g. /p/ /a/ /t/ = pat OR sun = /s/ /u/ /n/). 

• Finds and says the beginning, middle and last sound in simple words (e.g., 
What sound do you hear at the beginning? What sound do you hear at the 
end? What sound do you hear in the middle?).  

• Makes new words by changing a consonant or a vowel sound in a given 
word (e.g. hen to pen or fin to fun). 

• Blends two to three phonemes into recognizable words (e.g. c-a-t).  

Knows and applies grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in 
decoding words both in isolation and in text 

Reads emergent-reader texts with purpose and understanding 

• Says the most common sound for each consonant in the alphabet. 

• Matches long and short vowel sounds with the corresponding letters.  

• Reads common high-frequency words by sight (e.g., the, of, to, you, she, 
my, is, are, do, does). 

• Differentiates between and reads similar words by looking at the letters 
that are different (e.g. pet and pat OR cat and can).  

• Reads and understands books at the kindergarten level:  

– Reads in short phrases most of the time. 

– Self-corrects mistakes. 

– Problem-solves for unknown words using pictures, word patterns, etc. 
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All kindergarten Literature and Informational Text standards are written with language stating that the teacher w ill use “prompting and support” to 
assist in students’ understanding of the standards. However, prompting and support will decrease as the year progresses in order to build 
independence. 

Reading: Literature  Reading: Informational Text 

Key Ideas and Details Key Ideas and Details 

• Asks and answers questions about important details in stories.  

• Retells a familiar story using important details. 

• Names the character(s), setting, and tells what happens in stories. 

• Asks and answers questions about important details in nonfiction books.   

• Tells the main topic and important details in nonfiction books.   

• Tells how people, events or ideas are connected.  

Craft and Structure Craft and Structure 

• Asks and answers questions about new words in stories.   

• Tells the differences between the different kinds of fiction read (e.g., 
storybooks, poems, fantasy, realistic text). 

• Tells who the author and illustrator are in stories and tells what their jobs 
are. 

• Asks and answers questions about new words in nonfiction books.   

• Finds the front cover, back cover, and title page in nonfiction books.   

• Tells who the author and illustrator are in nonfiction books and tells what 
their jobs are.  

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas Integration of Knowledge and Ideas  

• Tells how the words and pictures go together in stories.   

• Tells what is the same and different about the actions of characters in 
stories. 

• Tells how the words and pictures go together in nonfiction books.   

• Finds the reasons an author gives to make the information more clear.   

• Tells how two nonfiction books about the same thing are alike and 
different.  

 

 


